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went on northward, meeting with no further op-
position, and halted at Biblah, in Ccele-Syria.
Here he thought over the appointment of Jehoa-
haz as king of Judah, and was dissatisfied with
the choice. He now considered himself the real
master of Judah, after the victory at Megiddo, and
ordered Jehoahaz to come to Riblah, where he
was cast into chains, while his brother Eliakim
was made king in his stead, under the name Je-
hoiakim. Upon Judah was laid a fine of one
talent of gold and one hundred talents of silver,
which Jehoiakim managed to pay. Jehoahaz was
taken to Egypt, where he soon afterward died.
Necho II was now absolute master of all the Syro-
Phoenician states and of the erstwhile provinces of
Assyria as far as the Euphrates.

While Necho II was stripping from Assyria
the western provinces, and Tftabopolassar was add-
ing to his new empire the portion of northern
Babylonia which Sin-shar-ishkun had previously
held, the Manda took the city of Nineveh.1 In
one mighty crash the great empire fell in frag-
ments, and for a time Nabopolassar was busy in
securing complete control of the Babylonian and
Mesopotamian territory which had fallen into his
hands. Necho II, assured of the possession of
Palestine and Syria, had returned to Egypt with
the captive Jehoahaz. He determined, however,
to again go to the north and east to see if he could
extend his borders beyond the Euphrates into the

1 See above, p. 2U2